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GLITCH HOROLOGIES

by Rosa Menkman

Artist and researcher Rosa Menkman
introduces a special issue on the

artistic practice of glitch.
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We no longer see with technology. Instead, technology sees 

for us. 

In traditional systems design, the engineer's role was to 
establish "institutions"-often seen as illogical bridges that 
would connect distinct logical systems (such as languages, 
programs and databases). These mathematical institutions 
ensured coherency, interoperability and streamlined 
functionality. But the computational tides have turned: under 
the guise of" distributed intelligence," AI no longer connects 
different logical programs and frameworks. Instead, it 
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"chronology" or "his-tory." Writing these stories of glitch 

merely means to write certain practitioners or glitches out of 

the program. 

What I therefore hope to accomplish in this edition of 

Outland is to offer some lenses on glitch, to illustrate and 

unpack a few fragments of its complexities, cycled 

genealogies and turns. 

I want to extend a warm thanks to all the writers and 

collaborators, dear artists, curators, and theoreticians who 

are part of this edition. 

Signed, Rosa-a Media Archeologist, sitting in a cycle 
different from the one you are in now. 

Rosa Menkman is an artist researcher and guest writer for 
Outland�s special issue on glitch. 

@_menkman 


